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We have a new team as of July 2024: I replaced Derrick Randall as the 
new chair, and we have also included Dr. Sara Abu-Ghanem, Dr. 
Apoorva Ramaswamy, Dr. Hayley Born and Dr. Sarah Maurrasse, in 
addition to Dr. Daniel Cates
We had our largest attendance to date at Fall Voice dysphagia surgical 
society meeting, with a panel on assessment and management of 
velopharyngeal insufficiency

Built relationships with potential funders and future partners of ABEA

Planned and implemented the 2nd ABEA hands-on course.
Creating an internal process for reviewing external consensus statement 
projects that want support of the ABEA.

Reviewed and approved over 45 new member applications 
Proposed to updating the Post-Graduate membership level category to 
Candidate, and the Resident membership category to Physician In-
training. 

Reviewed 4 survey request 
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Difficult Airway/Foreign Body Accidents
Dr. Kris Jatana

Scientific Program
Dr. Catherine Hart 

Planed and successfully executed the 104th ABEA Annual Meeting at COSM 
2024. Over 200 ABEA attendees, 62 posters, 43 abstract presentations, and 
6 How I Do It presentations. 

Advocacy & Outreach
Dr. Shumon Dhar

Proposed and implemented a new survey submitting process 
 Worked with the Clinical Practice committee to create an internal 
process for reviewing external consensus statements. 

Quarterly meetings with key leaders such as Energizer, in the battery 
industry to further advocate for safer button/coin cell battery 
technology.
Currently advocating for Water Bead safety and more federal 
regulation.  

3 Patient focused webinars: Management of Unilateral Vocal Cord 
Paralysis, Updates in Eosinophilic Esophagitis and Transnasal 
Esophagoscopy, Advances in Flexible Zenker’s Surgery
Planning of a 2025 Webinar Series. Voice and Swallowing Dysfunction in 
Parkinson's Disease (Patient and Caregiver Focused), Eosinophilic 
Esophagitis Half Day Free Online Course (Provider Focused), Implications of 
GLP-1 Agonists on Aerodigestive Medicine (jointly with pharyngeal and 
esophageal committee) 
Currently advocating for permanent Medicare coverage for SLP telehealth 
services


