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Spring 2006 ABEA Council Meeting Minutes

Attending: Jonathan E. Aviv, MD Jamie A. Koufman, MD
Milan Amin, MD J. Scott McMurray, MD
Mark S. Courey, MD Gregory N. Postma, MD
Ellen Deutsch, MD Marc J. Remacle, MD
Gregory A. Grillone, MD Michael A. Rothschild, MD
Gady Har-El, MD Clarence T. Sasaki, MD
Ian N. Jacobs, MD Dana Thompson, MD
Peter J. Koltai, MD Steven M. Zeitels, MD

I. READING OF MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 24, 2005, COUNCIL MEETING

II1.

The minutes were read and approved by the Council without change.

. PRESIDENT’S REPORT — JONATHAN E. AVIV, MD

Dr Aviv welcomed the council and passed out his report.
Gifts were given to Council members.

The mailing for the CME course “Contemporary Evaluation and Management of Reflux and Swal-
lowing Disorders,” being held at Columbia University on November 4, 2006, is being sent to gastro-
enterologists and otolaryngologists. The ABEA received $5,000 from last year’s course.

Dr Aviv asked whether the courses should continue. The consensus of the Council was that they
should, given that only 5% of otolaryngologists use a camera for in-office endoscopy.

In this regard, Dr Koufman brought up the issue of the course with a similar theme that is being given
at New York Eye and Ear Hospital in April 2007. The Council supported the idea of ABEA sponsor-
ship for this as well.

Dr Aviv brought up the issue of the Choe endowment, which is $5,000 and the principal of which is to
be preserved. This does not provide much annual interest for any significant prize or lectureship. This
year the interest from the Choe endowment will go toward the Poster Awards. Dr Sasaki offered to try
to solicit additional funds from the Choe family in order to make the fund more functional for sup-
porting ABEA activities.

The Institute for Laryngology and Voice Restoration, a patient-based group Dr Zeitels has been in
touch with, has offered to give the ABEA up to $36,000 for some type of educational activity at our
annual meeting. This led to a discussion of how to accommodate all of the funds allocated toward lec-
tureships, recognizing that there is a limit to the number of such lectureships due to the need for free
papers and panels at the annual meeting. This discussion resulted in the following motion.

MOTION: The Institute for Laryngology and Voice Restoration Fund will be applicable to a specific
aspect of the annual ABEA meeting related to laryngology and voice restoration at the discretion of the
ABEA President, with acknowledgment of The Institute for Laryngology and Voice Restoration.

PRESIDENT-ELECT’S REPORT — GADY HAR-EL, MD

Dr Har-El attended the Washington Advocacy Weekend. He reports that the ABO will use specialty
societies to help write the recertification exam. The ABEA will need to represent broncho-esophagol-

ogy.

The AAO-HNS wants to reach out to specialty societies and provide space on the web site and in the
bulletin.

AAO-HNS is actively involved in helping to establish clinical guidelines in anticipation of “pay for
performance” and will work with members of the ABEA in setting this up for problems associated
with broncho-esophagology. The TRICSM conference that will be held in Arlington, Virginia, in June
2006 will primarily be focusing on this issue. Dr Har-El will attend the third day of the conference
and asked for volunteers to attend as well. Dr Koufman offered to go as well.

7



IV.

VIIL.

Minutes & Reports 8

Dr Ellen Deutsch will be the 2007 Program Chair.

Dr Har-El thinks there may be an opportunity to have a combined session with the ALA. The consen-
sus of the Council was that this was OK if it was on ALA time.

Dr Har-El is considering having a panel at the 2007 meeting devoted to coding issues in broncho-
esophagology. This was enthusiastically supported by the Council.

VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT — JAMIE A. KOUFMAN, MD

Dr Koufman, with the help of Dr Richard Waguespack (chair of AAO-HNS coding committee), filed
a coding change request form with the AAO-HNS for the following:

o In-office laser surgery

o In-office injection augmentation

o Endoscopic Zenker’s resection

The ABEA and the ALA will participate in establishing RVUs for these procedures.

Key point is to pick the appropriately similar codes, and the question was raised whether a more general
code can be developed that precludes the necessity of filing additional coding change request forms
in the future. The consensus of the Council was to leave out the Zenker’s code request change.

MOTION: The ABEA council supports the changes requested by Dr Koufman.
TREASURER’S REPORT — CLARENCE T. SASAKI, MD

Dr Sasaki reported that the ABEA is in good shape financially.

Total revenues for 2005 were $94,128.

Total expenses for 2005 were $57,516.

Unrestricted assets at the end of 2005 were $367,610.

Accountants Picerelli, Gildstein and Company, LLP, provided the report.

. EDITOR’S REPORT — MICHAEL A. ROTHSCHILD, MD

The publication of the 2005 Transactions is on schedule.

Only 3 manuscripts for the current program have not been received.
SECRETARY’S REPORT — PETER J. KOLTAI, MD

COSM Report

o COSM secretaries developing revised “Rules of Conduct” and LLC documents.

o Distribution of funds from industry sponsorships will be made according to a formula of 75% (so-
ciety share) and 25% (COSM share).

o Uncertainty remains about how long the Triological Society will remain part of COSM.
Report on the membership
o Active - 247

o Senior - 105

o Corresponding - 57
o Honorary - 5

° Associate - 4

o Total - 414

o Withdrawn - William Frist, Cornelius Hagan, Robert Pracy
Candidates: Approved

James Batti
Peter Belafsky
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Edward Damrose
AKkihiro Shiotani
Karen Zur

Anat Shatz

Jacob Cohen
Timothy Anderson

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The council made the recommendations for the following members to be on the Nominating Com-
mittee:

Mark Courey
Dana Thompson
Ian Jacobs

COMMITTEE REPORTS
PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT — MILAN AMIN, MD

Needs to be better coordination between foreign body award submissions and the general program.
The Council directed that this be done, starting with the submission process, which will be part of the
general abstract submission process.

AWARDS AND THESIS COMMITTEE — STEVEN M. ZEITELS, MD

There were 4 submissions for the Seymour Cohen Award, and the winner was Ana Teresa D. Licup,
MD, for “Partial Neurolysis of the Hypoglossal Nerve for Selective Lingual Atrophy.”

No Steven Gray Award was chosen this year.
PHARYNGEAL ESOPHAGEAL COMMITTEE — GREGORY N. POSTMA, MD

No report.

NEW TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE — J. SCOTT MCMURRAY, MD

No report.

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE — MARK S. COUREY, MD
No report.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE — MARC J. REMACLE, MD
The European Laryngological Society will hold its 2007 meeting in Antalya, Turkey.

The ABEA organizing committee who will be in touch with the ELS will include Jamie Koufman,
Greg Postma, Dana Thompson, and Mark Remacle.

ABEA BOARD OF GOVERNORS REPORT — GREGORY A. GRILLONE, MD

Main issue is scope of practice for speech pathologists who are seeking to perform flexible laryngos-
copy.
WEBMASTER REPORT — MICHAEL A. ROTHSCHILD, MD

Considering developing a searchable member database for the general web site.

Council decided that at least the Council members should have access to the membership database.
DIFFICULT AIRWAY COMMITTEE — IAN N. JACOBS, MD

No report.

FOREIGN BODY ACCIDENTS COMMITTEE — DANA THOMPSON, MD

Five submissions were made for the foreign body award.

Winner was Thomas Andrews’ “The Battery That Ate the Mediastinum.”

Recommends more streamlined approach for submission, which will be implemented for the 2007
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program.
ONCOLOGY COMMITTEE — GADY HAR-EL, MD
* No report.

AAO-HNS CONTINUING EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE —
GADY HAR-EL, MD

* No report.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

JONATHAN E. Aviv, MD

Welcome to the 86th annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Broncho-Esophagological Association (ABEA).
Fordecades, the structure of the topics covered during
the scientific session of the ABEA has been separated
into relevant anatomic regions such as the pharynx,
larynx, trachea, and esophagus. The trend and, I be-
lieve, the future of our specialty is an integration of
the anatomic areas so that the looming divisions will
not be anatomic locations, but geographic locations.
Hence, the structure of the ABEA scientific sessions
this afternoon and tomorrow morning will be In the
Office; In the Operating Room; In the Laboratory;
and In the Future. Welcome, and thank you.
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