
   

  

PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
Gregory A. Grillone, MD, FACS   

I am extremely honored and 

humbled to serve as president of 

the American Broncho-

Esophagological Association this 

year. The ABEA has a long and 

rich history and I feel privileged to 

be able to follow in the footsteps 

of the many past presidents who 

have inspired me.  As I look back 

on my years as a member of the 

ABEA I feel a sense of gratitude for 

the opportunities the society has 

given me. But I also feel a sense of 

deep commitment to continue the work of my predecessors in keeping 

the ABEA vibrant and strong.  

It has often been said that the ABEA is a wonderful organization for 

residents, fellows, and young otolaryngologists to get involved in our 

specialty at a national level and I firmly believe this. Bringing young 

otolaryngologists into the ABEA is vital to the future of our society. This 

year I would like to challenge each active member to propose at least 

one of their young colleagues for membership in ABEA! For those of you 

who are Department Chairs or Program Directors I would like to 

challenge you to enroll your residents as members! Resident 

membership is free and includes a complimentary subscription to the 

Annals of Otology, Rhinology and Laryngology.  Guidelines for 

proposing a candidate for membership and for submitting a 

membership application can be found at 

http://www.abea.net/application/join/index.html. 

I would like to thank Vice-President Jim Burns and Immediate Past 

President Ellen Deutsch for their continued efforts to reorganize the 

committee structure of the ABEA. This has been an arduous but very 

important task that promises to meet the growing needs of the society 

and provide opportunities for more members to become directly 

involved with the ABEA. You will be hearing more about the committee 

reorganization in the near future.  
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I would like to personally thank Ellen Friedman for her recent generous gift to the ABEA. Her contribution will 

help fund our Foreign Body Award which has been a highlight of the annual meeting since the Award was 

established by Ellen in 1996. 

I would also like to thank Mike Benninger who has brought exceptional expertise and creativity to our 

philanthropic efforts over the past several years (Please see Mike’s report below). As with any organization, 

effective philanthropy is critical to our success. I encourage each member to consider giving within their 

means to help support the educational and other initiatives of the ABEA. Any amount is greatly appreciated. 

We have streamlined the process to help make giving easier. http://abea.wildapricot.org/Donate 

This year, as part of the transition of our administrative services to the management team at the American 

College of Surgeons, we will be upgrading our website to make it more user friendly. I would like to thank Mike 

Rothschild who has served faithfully as our webmaster for many years.  Because of his expertise in website 

management, I have asked 

Mike to stay on as our website 

advisor and he has graciously 

agreed.  

In our continuing efforts to 

promote collaboration with 

our European colleagues, 

Michael Benninger, Milan 

Amin, Greg Postma, Pieter 

Noordzij, and I (representing 

the ABEA) and Mark Courey 

and Gaelyn Garrett 

(representing the ALA), 

attended the Tenth Congress 

of the European 

Laryngological Society (ELS) 

this past April in Antalya, 

Turkey. We were hosted by 

Ferhan Öz, President of the ELS, who organized a wonderful and informative meeting. We look forward to 

future collaborations with the ELS. 

I want to congratulate outgoing President Ellen Deutsch and outgoing Program Chair Tanya Meyer for 

organizing an enormously successful annual meeting in Las Vegas this past spring. Please see below for 

highlights of the meeting.  

Finally, I want to remind everyone of our upcoming annual meeting in Boston on April 22 and 23, 2015. Pieter 

Noordzij will serve as Program Chair and under his guidance we are hoping to organize an exceptional 

meeting with an emphasis on innovative solutions to problems in the areas of broncho-esophagology, 

laryngology and sleep surgery.  The abstract submission website is now open and I encourage all to consider 

submitting and abstract. http://www.abeaconference.org/. 

I want to thank you all for giving me the honor to serve as president of this esteemed society and I look 

forward to a wonderful and productive year as president. My door is always open to suggestions and 

comments and I can be reached at Gregory.grillone@bmc.org.  

http://abea.wildapricot.org/Donate
http://www.abeaconference.org/
mailto:Gregory.grillone@bmc.org


GIVING BACK TO THE ABEA 
By Michael Benninger, MD  

Chair, ABEA Development Committee   
hat a wonderful 

time of year. The 

summer has just 

wound down and football season 

is starting. Academic medicine 

and organized national meetings 

are ramping up. The economy 

has made a gradual but notable 

improvement especially in 

relationship to gains in the stock 

market and retirement plans. This 

also makes it a wonderful time to 

consider giving back to those 

organizations that have been 

important to your personal and 

professional growth. I hope you 

feel like I do 

that the 

American 

Broncho-

Esophagologi

cal 

Association is 

one of those 

organizations. 

We have 

accomplished 

much in the 

last decade and the officers and 

the council are driven to 

continue to provide the finest 

educational and continuing 

educational activities. The ABEA 

has also served a wonderful 

purpose of providing an entry 

point into the academic arena 

for young or aspiring 

laryngologists and broncho-

esophagologists, who have not 

as yet reached the seniority or 

time to become involved in the 

Triological Society or the 

American Laryngological 

Association.  

 

The American Broncho-

Esophagological Association has 

had a terrific year. Our strategic 

planning retreat has set the stage 

for the future of the Association. 

Not only did we put on a great 

spring meeting, we have 

expanded our outreach and 

educational efforts, highlighted 

by the remarkable work of the 

“Button Battery Task Force”. We 

have had an 

increase in the 

papers 

published from 

our annual 

meeting and 

are working to 

develop 

educational 

programs 

along with 

industry 

partners to improve the technical 

skills of our members with office-

based procedures.  

 

None of the accomplishments 

would have occurred without the 

support of you, our members. 

Unfortunately, our treasury is only 

so strong and our forward 

thinking plans, highlighted in the 

retreat, will need funds in order 

for them all to reach their 

potential. The ABEA for all its 

attributes and strengths has not 

traditionally been a source of 

major development 

contributions. We would like to 

change that. We would like to 

see giving to the efforts of the 

ABEA to be an important 

consideration for all of our 

members. To meet our potential 

we will need to increase our 

philanthropic support and to 

cultivate this support, we would 

like to see that every member 

make a contribution to the 

organization. We realize that your 

giving spirit is pulled in many 

different directions, and that 

making more contributions may 

be difficult. We also know, 

however, that the future of the 

ABEA is very important to you and 

even small donations from all of 

our members can make a large 

difference in our programs and in 

our future. Since we have not as 

yet created specific areas or 

funds for donations we would ask 

that you make your initial 

contribution to the general fund, 

although if you have specific 

areas of focus we will make every 

effort to divert your contribution 

to these activities.  

 

Along with me, the members of 

our Development Committee 

(Peter Koltai, Reza Rahbar and Al 

Merati) and your President and 

Council, we would like to thank 

W 

 



those that have already 

contributed. One of us will be 

reaching out to you in the near 

future. We hope that you will find 

it in your hearts to make a 

contribution. We will be 

continuing to recognize donors in 

multiple different forums, 

including at the Annual Meeting. 

In closing, I would like to 

recognize a recent 

magnanimous donation from 

Ellen Friedman, for which she  

will be strongly recognized.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To make your contribution, visit the ABEA website www.abea.net and click on 

“Support ABEA”. You may log into the new ABEA Members area or fill in the 

form directly online. 

We would also like to recognize the following 

members who have made notable 

contributions to the development efforts of 

the ABEA:  

 
President’s Circle: Jonathan Aviv,  

Andrew Blitzer, Gady Har-El, Peter Koltai, 

Jamie Koufman, J. Scott McMurray, Gregory 

Postma, Clarence Sasaki, Peter Sasaki, Peak 

Woo, Eiji Yanagisawa, Steven Zeitels 

 
Leadership Circle: Michael Benninger, James 

Burns, Seth Dailey, Ellen Deutsch, David 

Eibling, Gregory Grillone, Michael Hinni, Ian 

Jacobs, J. Scott McMurray, Albert Merati, 

Reza Rahbar, Marc Remacle, Gresham 

Richter, Michael Rothschild, Dana Thompson  

 

 

- Michael S. Benninger 

Chair, ABEA Development Committee 
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The American Broncho-Esophagological Association 
 
 

ABEA 2014-2015 Donor Support Form 

Tax Exempt# 56-6060790 
 
 
 

(  ) YES - I want to be a member of the ABEA’s President’s Circle: 

□ $2500   □ $5000    □ $10,000     □ ____ (other amount) 

 

(  ) YES - I want to be a member of the ABEA’s Leadership Circle: 

□$500  □ $750 □ $1000    □ $2000   □ ____ (other amount) 

 

(  ) YES - I want to be a member of the ABEA Membership Circle: 

□$50  □ $100 □ $200  □ $300  □ $400  □ ____ (other amount) 

 

 

 

Please process my contribution on my personal credit card 

___Visa ___MC ___AMEX  Personal Cards Only 

 Name on card: ____________________________________________________ 

 Card #________________________________________   CCV: _____________ Expiration       

 Date:______________      Billing Zip________________________ 

 
Signature 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional opportunities: 

Named Discussion Panel #1 for 2015 Annual Meeting: $25,000 

Named Discussion Panel #2 for 2015 Annual Meeting: $25,000 

 

Opportunities for bequests are welcomed. 

This form may be submitted to ABEA Headquarters at abea@facs.org ,  

fax to 312-278-0793 or mail: 

ABEA c/o American College of Surgeons 

633 N. St. Clair St. 

Chicago, IL 60613 

  

mailto:abea@facs.org
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LOOKING BACK AND MOVING FORWARD 
By Ellen S. Deutsch, MD, FACS, FAAP  

Immediate Past President, ABEA  
 

Looking back:  

I would like to thank Tanya Meyer and Katie Fitzgerald again for their 

extraordinary dedication to the 2014 ABEA Annual meeting.  Their skill 

and devotion, and the time they spent organizing and tending to 

details for a full year preceding the meeting, combined with our terrific 

keynote speakers and your great presentations, resulted in a very 

successful meeting. 

 

Looking forward:        

It is a bit too early to vote, but it’s not too early to think about next 

year’s ABEA officers! We need one 

candidate each for the positions of 

President Elect, Treasurer and 

Councilor-at-Large. As the 

Immediate Past President, I chair the Nominating Committee. 

Please send me suggestions for potential candidates – feel free to 

suggest yourself as well as other colleagues who would do a great 

job. Include a few sentences describing what this person would add 

to the Council. Send suggestions to deutsches@email.chop.edu  

 

Coming full circle: 

We are approaching the 100th anniversary of the ABEA, which, as 

you know, was founded by Chevalier Jackson, who practiced in 

Philadelphia.  If you are ever in Philadelphia, please visit the Mutter Museum of the College of Physicians 

of Philadelphia, which houses both historic and contemporary medical artifacts, including the Chevalier 

Jackson Foreign Body Collection.  http://muttermuseum.org/exhibitions/chevalier-jackson-collection/  

 

The ABEA will be acknowledged as a member of the President’s Circle and the William Shippen Society 

of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia in appreciation for our contribution toward maintaining the 

Chevalier Jackson Foreign Body collection at the Mutter Museum (no ABEA funds were used).   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Ellen S Deutsch, MD, MS, FACS, FAAP 

Immediate Past President, ABEA 

mailto:deutsches@email.chop.edu
http://muttermuseum.org/exhibitions/chevalier-jackson-collection/
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BUTTON BATTERY TASK FORCE 
By Ian N. Jacobs, MD  

Chair, Button Battery Task Force 
 

Our Task Force is scheduled to give an SSCA sponsored miniseminar on Button Battery on September 22 to 

update general otolaryngologists on the dangers of Button Battery Ingestion and management.   I will 

moderate this with fellow ABEA member, Kris Jatana, MD who will be presenting medical management, 

along with Toby Litovitz MD (DC Poison Control)who will be updating on epidemiology, and Ken Boyce (UL-

Industry)giving details on industry regulations. In October this year, ABEA Past President, Peter Koltai, MD has 

organized a panel session at the American College of Surgeons Clinical Congress, which will also include 

Toby Litovitz, Kris Jatana and someone from the industry.  

 

Ongoing research includes the efficacy of metal detectors to screen for button batteries in ambulatory and 

ER locations.  This is exciting for a potentially widely available and inexpensive screening tool for early 

detection.  We are also starting a survey of ABEA and Pediatric surgery/GI and Jeff Simmons is starting a 

multicenter study on the management of severe injuries such as TE fistula.  His study includes our center, as 

well as, a number of major centers. We have a Button Battery Task Force Meeting on September 20, and we 

will continue to press on with new industry standards, outreach, marketing and research   
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ABEA: 2014 Annual Meeting Highlights 
 

 

 

 

The ABEA 2014 Annual Meeting was a great success! 

Immediate Past President, Dr. Ellen Deutsch and Program Chair, Dr. Tanya Meyer, developed an exceptional 

Scientific Program for our 2014 Annual Meeting focusing primarily on simulation and voice.  Invited panelists 

and presenters provided innovative techniques and approaches to bronchoesophagology. 

 

Our Keynote Speakers Provided Inspiration and Insight 

Kennedy Hubbard, Presidential Keynote Speaker shined as a true example of extraordinary courage.  Ms. 

Hubbard appeared on Katie Couric's talk show "Katie" shortly after the ABEA Annual Meeting.  

Katherine Kuchenbecker, PhD, Chevalier Jackson Keynote Speaker shared her ground-breaking research 

regarding the integration of tactile feedback during robotic procedures.  

 

AWARDS 

Michael Rothschild, MD, our webmaster extraordinaire, received the Chevalier Jackson Award for his many 

contributions to the ABEA; he embodies the spirit and creativeness of Dr. Jackson. 

 

The following presenters received awards for their outstanding abstract submissions: 

 

Seymour Cohen Award: David Horn, MD, Kimberley DeMarre, MD and Sanjay Parikh, MD for "Inter-Arytenoid 

Sodium Carboxymethylcellulose Gel Injection for Management of Pediatric Aspiration"                           

 

Broyles-Maloney Award: Stacey Halum, MD, Khadijeh Bijangi-Vishehsaraei, PhD, Hongji Zhang, MD, John 

Sowinski, BS, and Marco Bottino, DDS, MSc, PhD for "Stem Cell-Derived Tissue Engineered Constructs for 

Hemilaryngeal Reconstruction"     

       

Broyles-Maloney Award: Steven Zeitels, MD and James Burns, MD "Oncologic Efficacy of Angiolytic KTP Laser 

Treatment of Early Glottic Cancer" 

 

Presidential Citation for Foreign Body Management: Matthew Naunheim, MD, MBA, Matthew Dedmon, MD, 

PhD, Matthew Mori, MD, Ahmad Sedaghat, MD, PhD, and Jayme Dowdall, MD for "In-Removal of a Wire 

Bristle from the Hypopharynx Using Suspension, Microscope and Fluoroscopy" 
 

 

 

http://katiecouric.com/tag/kennedy-hubbard/
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Poster Awards 

1st Place: Kiminori Sato, MD, Shun-ichi Chitose, MD, Takashi Kurita, MD, Hirohito Umeno, MD and Tadashi 

Nakashima, MD for "Origin of Vocal Fold Stellate Cells in the Human Macula Flava - Are They Bone Marrow 

Derived Cells?" 

 

2nd Place: Yo Kishimoto, MD, PhD, Alice Wei, Yutaka Toya, Changying Ling, PhD, Shigeru Hirano, MD, PhD, 

and Nathan Welham for "Targeted Depletion of Moncyte-Lineage Cells Attenuates Vocal Fold Scare 

Formation in Mice" 

 

3rd Place: Sunny Haft, MD, Jennifer Lee, MD, Genevieve Philiponis, BS, Ankona Ghosh, MD, Eugene Einhorn, 

MD, Noam Cohen, MD and Natasha Mirza, MD for "The Impact of High-Fat Diet Induced Obesity on a Murine 

Model of Subglottic Stenosis" 
 

  
 

 

  

  
Please Welcome Our 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Candidate Members 

Anca Barbu, MD 

Brianna Crawley, MD 

Elizabeth Guardiani, MD 

David Horn, MD 

Kaalan Johnson, MD 

Babak Sadoughi, MD 

Amy Wu, MD 

 

International Member 

Yoshihiko Kumai, MD 

 

Active Members 

Paul Bryson 

Swapna Chandran 

David Francis 

Glendon Gardner 

Laureano Giraldez-Rodriguez 

Andrew McWhorter 

Jamie Moore 

David Rosow 

Melin Tan 

Philip Weissbrod 
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CHARLES VAUGHAN 
1926-2014  

 

Dr. Vaughan earned his Bachelor of Science and 

Medical degrees from Case Western Reserve University. 

He then came to Boston for his training in general 

surgery at what was then known as the Massachusetts 

Memorial Hospital, now Boston University Medical 

Center.  

 

It was during his surgical residency, back in the late 

1950’s, that Charlie decided to spend some time with 

Dr. M Stuart Strong, then Chief of Otolaryngology, who 

was working ways to use the  CO2 laser to treat diseases 

of the upper airway. Charlie decided that he wanted to 

become an otolaryngologist. However, since there was 

no training program at Boston University, he and Dr. 

Strong decided to start one, with Charlie as its first 

resident. Together they went on to create one of the 

most advanced and highly regarded programs, training 

generations of patient-centered surgeons.  

 

After residency Charlie went on to become a faculty 

member and for several decades served as the vice 

chairman of the department before becoming the 

Chief of Otolaryngology at the Boston Veteran’s 

Administration Hospital. He remained a valued member 

of the Boston University Medical Center community for 

more than 55 years. 

 

Charlie was a true innovator in our field, particularly in the area of minimally invasive laser-assisted surgery of 

the upper aero-digestive tract.  Throughout his career he influenced countless residents, many of whom have 

gone on to become prominent in the fields of laryngology and broncho-esophagology. 

  

Charlie was a consummate physician and gifted teacher. Even after retirement, he remained active in the 

department, teaching residents the nuances of proper rigid endoscopic technique and teaching medical 

students how to perform an examination of the head and neck. 

 

Charlie was also a true renaissance man who not only pursued his love of medicine, but also his love of golf, 

art and music. He was gifted painter who loved painting portraits.  

 

He was also a wonderful family man and leaves behind his wonderful wife Jo Anne, his partner of almost 60 

years as well as his four daughters and five grandchildren. 

 

His passing has left a deep void in the heart and soul of the Boston University program and he will be missed 

sorely.  

 

Greg Grillone  
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ABEA Member Robin Cotton, MD, FACS 

receives prestigious 2014 Jacobson 

Innovation Award of the American 

College of Surgeons  

Dr. Cotton’s career has been dedicated to pediatric 

otolaryngology, and he has continuously aimed to raise 

the standard of care for children. Among his 

accomplishments is participating in the initial research 

work that helped establish the safety and utility of laryngotracheal reconstruction in children. In 

collaboration with John Evans, MD, in London, England, Dr. Cotton pioneered the techniques 

utilized worldwide in the reconstruction of the larynx and trachea in children with laryngotracheal 

stenosis. He developed the anterior cricoid split procedure, a technique to avoid tracheotomy in 

neonates with acquired subglottic stenosis, and the supraglottoplasty, which he popularized in the 

US.  Both techniques were initially met with skepticism but were later embraced across the globe. 

Today, Dr. Cotton is regarded as amongst the premier pediatric otolaryngologists of this era and 

has trained many of the leading pediatric otolaryngologists in the U.S. and abroad. He has 

published extensively and lectures throughout the world. He is on the editorial board of several 

journals and is a prolific contributor to the literature, having written more than 250 articles and 

books. 

Thomas L. Carroll, MD is pleased to announce that he will be starting in his new position as Director of the 

Voice Center at Brigham and Women’s Hospital on November 1st. “I am thrilled to join Dr. Jayme Dowdall in 

an already thriving practice and we are looking forward to growing a world class voice center.” 

 
Hirohito Umeno, MD became Professor and Chairman of Dept. of Otolaryngology- Head and Neck Surgery, 

Kurume University School of Medicine in Japan since April 2014. 

During the 10th Scientific Congress of the ELS in Antalya, Turkey, April 2014, the Oskar-Kleinsasser Award - Storz Prize 

2014 has been awarded to Frederik G. Dikkers, General Secretary of the ELS. Picture, from left to right: Prof. Ferhan 

Öz, (by then) President of ELS; prof. Frederik Dikkers; Storz 

representative. 

 

  

DR. ROBIN COTTON AND ACS PRESIDENT DR. CARLOS PELLIGRINI 

ABEA MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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On behalf of ELS (European Laryngological Society): 

Several publications from working committees of the ELS 

 European Laryngological Society: ELS recommendations for the follow-up of patients treated 

for laryngeal cancer. Simo R, Bradley P, Chevalier D, Dikkers F, Eckel H, Matar N, Peretti G, 

Piazza C, Remacle M, Quer M. Eur Arch Otorhinolaryngol. 2014 Sep;271(9):2469-79.  

 Open partial horizontal laryngectomies: a proposal for classification by the working 

committee on nomenclature of the European Laryngological Society. Succo G, Peretti G, 

Piazza C, Remacle M, Eckel HE, Chevalier D, Simo R, Hantzakos AG, Rizzotto G, Lucioni M, 

Crosetti E, Antonelli AR. Eur Arch Otorhinolaryngol. 2014 Sep;271(9):2489-96.  

 Vocal fold scars: current concepts and future directions. Consensus report of the 

Phonosurgery Committee of the European Laryngological Society. Friedrich G, Dikkers FG, 

Arens C, Remacle M, Hess M, Giovanni A, Duflo S, Hantzakos A, Bachy V, Gugatschka M; 

European Laryngological Society. Phonosurgery Committee. Eur Arch Otorhinolaryngol. 2013 

Sep;270(9):2491-507.  
 

 

 

  

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24609733
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24609733
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24691854
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24691854
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23605306
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23605306
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Do we have your current information? Notify 
ABEA Management if you change positions, 
institutions or update your email address. 
We would like to stay in touch! 

Email us at abea@facs.org. 
 
 

  
 

 
 
PAY YOUR ABEA DUES 
We have a new system to make it easier 
for you to pay your ABEA Membership 
dues. Click here to request a password. 
Your log in is your email address. 
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