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Celebrating 100 Years 

Celebrate 100 Years with us at our Centennial Gala 
Reception 

ABEA will be holding a Centennial Gala Reception on Thursday, April 27th at 7:30pm at the 
Manchester Grand Hyatt. We will have cocktails, hors d'oeuvres, music and a celebration as 
we pay tribute to the past, present and future. Purchase your tickets on ABEA’s website at 
www.abea.net. 

 

 

 

Chevalier Q. Jackson, ABEA Founder 

Dear Colleagues,  

Once again for our newsletter I have reached out to presidents 
from roughly 5, 10, 15 and 20 years ago to hear their thoughts on 
the 100th anniversary of the ABEA.  I asked them to comment 
on this and specifically on those that mentored/involved them 
early in their careers.   

Please enjoy these sincere and personal accounts. 

Who was your ABEA mentor/guide?  

Send me a story at amerati@uw.edu 

 

http://www.abea.net/
mailto:amerati@uw.edu
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Dana M. Thompson, MD 
ABEA President 2017 

Dear Colleagues, 

It is a distinct honor and career highlight to serve as president of the American Bronchoesophagloical 
Association during this landmark anniversary year. This year’s ABEA meeting marks the Centennial 
year of the organization where we will celebrate 100 years of change and technological evolution in 
the field of laryngology and bronchoesophagology. 

The theme of our meeting is 

Disruptive Innovation + Diversity = Inclusion 

I have chosen it for a variety of reasons some of which are very personal. As a woman and an under-
represented minority the ABEA was a welcoming organization at a time when opportunities for 
women and physicians from diverse backgrounds was not commonplace. It is an organization for 
which I was mentored and sponsored by many allowing me to grow professionally and in a leadership 
role. Those receiving Presidential Citations, my guests of honor, the Chevalier Q Jackson Award and 
the invited Keynote Chevalier Q Jackson Lecture speaker all shaped my career in some way and 
honored innovation, diversity and inclusion in their own careers. 

I would like to personally thank my friend of 30 years, Michael Hinni, who is the Scientific Program 
Chair and Chair of the Clinical Practice Committee. He has organized a spectacular scientific program 
highlighting innovation and technological advancements in esophagology, tracheal pathology, voice 
disorders, trans-oral cancer surgery, and airway surgery. In keeping with the meeting theme of 
innovation/diversity/inclusion he has selected a junior moderator and a senior moderator for each 
section to provide a perspective with “A look back” and “A look ahead” 

A highlight of any ABEA meeting is the Foreign Body case presentation session and the presentation 
of the Ellen Friedman, MD Foreign Body award. Ellen is a Past President of the ABEA (2000) and is 
making a special trip to present the award at the Centennial Year meeting. 

The meeting will also include three panels. Innovative progress on the topic of mucosal immunology 
in the development and treatment of laryngotracheal disease will be moderated Alexander Hillel and 
include Alexander Gelbard, Alessandro DeAlarcon and Susan Thiebeault. A critical assessment of 
technological advancement in laryngology and bronchoesophagology will be moderated by Albert 
Merati and include Michael Johns, Lucian Sulica, David Francis, Blake Simpson 

 

Page 2 



Spring 2017 Newsletter  

 

 
  
The panel not to be missed, moderated by Michael Hinni is the the Persidential Panel supportd by 
the Voice Health Institute Endowment entitled “Global Impact of Disruptive Innovations in 
Bronchoesophagology and laryngology – the story of the innovator and innovatoin. Robin Cotton, 
Bruce Haughey, Jamie Koufman and Steven Zeitels have been asked to take us on a historical 
journey of each of their personal disruptive contributions, the challenges faced and recommendations 
to young attendees. 

A special thanks to our Vice President and Gala Chair, Karen Zur for organizing wonderful evening of 
friends and colleagues to celebrate 100 years. For this “cocktail attire optional” event we encourage and 
expect diversity in dress and style and come in your own personal or generational interpretation of 
“cocktail attire” We will have a Step and Repeat with the ABEA logo graciously supported by Karl Storz 
and Bryan Medical for plenty of photo opportunities. The evening will also include a unique historical 
display with never seen before ABEA archives, the original Holinger endoscopic camera, metal airway 
dilators, alongside display with modern members. Past Presidents are featured on a running slide show. 
There will be a silent auction for Centennial Year ABEA memorabilia. Plenty of food, drink, fun and 
entertainment! If you have not purchased your gala tickets please Click here to get yours now! 

We are pleased to say that we exceeded our development drive to raise 100K for the 100th year with 100 
percent Council participation. A special thanks to Gresham Richter and Michael Benninger for leading 
this initiative. A very special thank you to our member and corporate donors! Please consider being a 
part of this special Centennial year to assure the future of our organization by consideration of a 
donation no matter how small or large by clicking give now. 

A last thanks to the council for all of their support and work to keep the ABEA a forward thinking and 
exciting organization. Very much look forward to every member’s participation in the 100th year. Thank 
you for the opportunity to serve as your President 

Sincerely, 

 
Dana M Thompson, MD 
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Thank you for asking me to participate as a Past President in the polling that you are doing in 
association with the ABEA's 100th Anniversary celebration. 

Dr. Gabriel Tucker, Jr. and Dr. Lauren Holinger were most instrumental in arousing my interest in 
the ABEA through my rotations with them at the Children's Hospital of Chicago.  I did a research 
project with them that further cemented my interest in joining the ABEA - the first Senior Society 
that I became a member of.  The ABEA was also the first otolaryngology-head and neck surgical 
association that I served on the Council and ultimately as President. 

As I look at the ABEA today, I see an Association that is well represented by its logical constituents 
of sub specialists in otolaryngology-head and neck surgery with strong scientific programs and 
extremely strong leadership on the Council and on its many committees.  It is inclusive rather than 
exclusive in both its membership and scientific presenters.  I truly believe that the founders of the 
ABEA would be very proud today as they look down on its many accomplishments and growth of 
both membership and scientific contributions during these past 100 years.  The goal for the next 100 
is to remain on the cutting edge of scientific progress and be flexible with respect to how that 
scientific progress will be disseminated to our audience as the many anticipated changes in meetings 
and communication occur. 

I remain very proud to be a member and Past President of the ABEA. 

Robert H. Ossoff, DMD, MD 
ABEA President 1995 

The ABEA is known as the most welcoming and inclusive of our professional organizations, a 

tagline that I have found to be true.  As a pediatric otolaryngologist, the ABEA was an obvious 

forum for many of my career interests in the aerodigestive tract.   When I began attending the 

ABEA meetings I was inspired by the giants in the field, including Gabriel Tucker, Joyce Shields, 

and of course, Gerry Healy.    

Meeting Joyce Shields during the early years of my career was particularly impactful because she 

showed me that there was the potential for women to be leaders in Otolaryngology, which at that 

time seemed like new territory. Through the ABEA I have made life long connections that I have 

always appreciated...and seem to be appreciating even more at this time in my career.  I encourage 

others to look into membership and active participation in the ABEA.  I believe that all 

otolaryngologists will find this association to be very rewarding. 

One hundred years is quite a significant anniversary.  The ABEA has a very proud heritage and a 

very promising future.   Many medical and surgical innovations have been introduced through the 

ABEA. Over the years I have seen some new ideas come, appear brilliant and then disappear, 

while others have made sustainable advances in the management of our patients.  I applaud the 

ABEA's enduring role in providing a space for the introduction of new concepts.  I also encourage 

all participants to approach each innovation with curiosity, openness and a degree of discernment 

in order to support progress and at the same time guard our patient's safety. 

 

Ellen M. Friedman, MD, FACS  
President 2000 

“It is inclusive rather 
than exclusive in both 
its membership and 
scientific presenters.” 
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I have been involved with the ABEA since 1986 when I was an ENT resident at Mount Sinai, 
New York City.  I received resident research awards from the ABEA in 1986, 87 and 88, for work 
I was fortunate to do with Dr. Ira Sanders and the ABEA was one of the few ENT societies at 
that time that really seemed to encourage resident level ENT MD's to come forward with their 
research. 

I became formally involved with the ABEA a decade later in 1996 while a junior faculty member 
at Columbia, after receiving the Broyles-Maloney award the year before. At that time Drs. Robert 
Ossoff, Stanley Shapshay and Chuck Ford approached me- I initially thought I was going to be 
excommunicated as these three legends where walking in my general direction. Instead, they asked 
me if i would like to participate in the ABEA and I was thrilled and honored to do so.  

My involvement in the ABEA really accelerated when those three doctors where among maybe 15 
people in the audience when I gave the first presentation about TNE on May 12, 1998 at the 
ABEA.  I am forever grateful to the then senior members of the ABEA council for allowing me 
the opportunity to be part of this incredible, forward thinking organization.  

I believe our current ABEA President, Dr. Dana Thompson, captures the progressive leaning of 
the ABEA in this 100th anniversary year by celebrating "disruptive" technologies. The ABEA has 
been leaders in showing the professional field and the community at large, the forward reaches of 
the ENT specialty, promulgating ideas before their time has come.  

THANK YOU ABEA! 

Jonathan Aviv, MD, FACS 
President 2005 

It’s wonderful that the ABEA will be celebrating a century of helping to advance the art and 
science of healing.  So many talented, brilliant and compassionate physicians have taken up the 
challenge of our founder Chevalier Jackson, and brought hope to patients with some of the most 
difficult conditions in medicine. 

I was encouraged to become involved with the ABEA by Peak Woo and Steve Zeitels, and I 
thank them for their support and mentorship.   My area of academic interest at the time 
(computers in medicine and the online doctor-patient relationship) was not typical of the 
scholarly pursuits of most board members, but Peak, Steve and others wisely foresaw the future 
and felt that I could contribute in my own way.  I was the program chair in 2002, and after 
serving on the board as editor I became the 95th president of our association in 2010.  I hope 
that I did my part to move the ball forward and help the ABEA to keep up with the advances 
that will sustain Dr. Jackson’s mission on into the future 

Michael Rothschild, MD, FACS 
ABEA President 2010 
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Dysphagia Surgical Society Meeting 

In conjunction with ABEA’s Annual Meeting and COSM, the DSS will gather on Friday 

morning 6:30 am – 8:00 am at the Manchester Grand Hyatt in Hillcrest ABCD 

Please join us! RSVP’s are not necessary. We look forward to seeing you. 

 

Milan Amin 
Peter Belafsky 
Albert Merati 
Gregory Postma 



 

ABEA 
c/o Association Management by 
the American College of Surgeons 
633 N. St. Clair Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 
 
Phone: 855-876-2232 
Fax: 312-278-0793 
E-mail: abea@facs.org 
 

The Laryngoscope is ABEA’s 
Official Journal. 

 

 

 

ABEA will celebrate its 100th year in 2017. To honor the past and present contributors we will be 
having a Centennial Gala during our Annual Meeting on Thursday evening, April 27, 2017. 

ABEA will hold a Centennial Gala on Thursday, April 27 at 7:15 pm at the Manchester Grand 
Hyatt. To purchase your tickets and for more information, click here now. 

We also have a goal of raising $100,000 for our 100 years - give today by clicking give now. 
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